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due to themselves, and who is then responsible for this state of things?
Do we propose to perpetuate this state of things? Is it part of
Hinduism? I do not know. I have now to learn what Hinduism really
is. In so far as I have been able to study Hinduism outside India, I
have felt that it is no part of real Hinduism to have in its hold a mass
of people whom I would call untouchables. If it was proved to me
that this is an essential part of Hinduism, I for one would declare
myself an open rebel against Hinduism itself.5'
Gandhi added that he did not agree much with the leaders of the
country: "I feel that they are probably not discharging the sacred
trust they have taken upon their shoulders; but I am sure I am
studying or endeavouring to take wisdom from them, but I failed to
take that wisdom. Whatever they do or whatever they say does not
somehow or other appeal to me." He said: "I find here words of
welcome in the English language. I find in the Congress programme
a resolution on swadeshi. If you hold you are swadeshi and yet print
these in English, then I am not swadeshi. To me it seems inconsistent.
I have nothing to say against the English language. But I do say that,
if you kill the vernaculars and raise the English language on the
tomb of the vernaculars, then you are not favouring swadeshi in the
right sense of the term. If you feel that I do not know Tamil, you
should pardon me and teach me and ask me to learn Tamil, and I
having your welcome in that beautiful language, if you translate
it to me, then I should think you are performing some part of the
Congress programme. Then only I should think I am being taught
true swadeshi."
Gandhi concluded his speech by referring to the thousand hand-
looms, which produced only saris for women. "Is swadeshi to be
confined only to the women?" asked Gandhi. He advised the
residents of Mayavaram to double this supply of handlooms: "You
will have all your wants supplied by our own weavers and there will
be no poverty in the land." He did not spare either the chairman or
the audience: "I ask you and ask our friend the president how far he
is indebted to foreign goods for his outfit, and if he can tell me that
he has tried his utmost and still has failed to outfit himself or rather
to fit himself with swadeshi clothing, and, therefore, he has got this
stuff, I shall sit at his feet and learn a lesson. What I have been able
to learn today is that it is entirely possible for me, without any extra
cost, to fit myself with swadeshi clothing."